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Introduction

International Health Literacy Association (I-HLA) will nurture 
a member-based, foundation for professional development 
within the health literacy field.

 This association will be broadly inclusive of people 
promoting health literacy in many different contexts

 This association will be run by and for its members

Introduction

I-HLA will serve its members and provide a platform to:

 Stimulate and Disseminate Health Literacy Research and   
Best Practice

 Promotion Health Literacy Continuing Education and  
Professional Development

 Advocate for Health Literacy and Raise Awareness Worldwide

Common themes heard related to starting a health literacy association 

Purpose
- Establish health literacy professionalism 
- Link research/researchers to practice/practitioners 
- Disseminate research and best practice
- Foster mentoring and collaboration 
- Be a credible voice, authoritative resource
- Offer professional development opportunities 
- Support health literacy coalitions and programs
- Increase awareness and promotes policies

Services
- Health literacy professional development opportunities 
- Publications (journals, newsletter, books, etc)
- Website, clearinghouse of resources
- Communities of interest, discussion list(s)
- National/International meetings and conference 
- Awards to individuals /organizations 
- Membership directory, peer mentoring, job listing

Membership
- Must be inclusive and affordable
- Include individual members (e.g. researchers, clinicians, 

educators, librarians, teachers, public health practitioners, etc
- Include organizational members (e.g. coalitions, hospitals, 

health plans, departments of health, universities, etc). 
- No criteria for membership; establish a gold standard and use 

awards to recognize exceptional work/best practice
- Include student members, consumer groups and adult 

learners and other discount membership categories and rates

Structure
- Professional membership organization 
- Independent non-profit with board of directors 
- Could be associated with an existing organization to start

Background
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Timeline of meetings and discussions related to starting a health literacy association 

October 2012 – Health Literacy Research Conference (HARC). Paper  
presented on results from a needs survey for a health literacy 
“international platform” to gather guidance on establishing an 
international health literacy organization. 

March 2013 – LINCS Health Literacy Community Online Discussion. 
Discussion thread entitled, “What Can a Health Literacy Association 
Do for You?” took place on the LINCS Health Literacy Community 
online discussion list.

April 2013 – Wisconsin Health Literacy Pre-summit. Meeting on sustaining 
health literacy collaborations included a discussion of a health 
literacy association to provide legitimacy, training and support. 

April 2013 – Institute of Medicine (IOM) Health Literacy Roundtable. During 
closing remarks, the need for a health literacy professional 
development association was proposed. Members of the 
roundtable were receptive to the idea. 

May 2013 – Institute for Healthcare Advancement (IHA) Health Literacy 
Conference. Pre-conference session to gather input from the field 
regarding the need for a health literacy professional association.

June 2013 – Health Literacy Leadership Institute (HLLI). Included day-long 
discussion on a health literacy association. Small groups formed to 
discuss resources needed, organizational structure and 
professional development.

October 2013 – Health Literacy Association Twitter Chat. Health 
Communication, Health Literacy & Social Sciences #hchlitss
Twitterchat hosted discussion on topic of HL association.

October 2013 – Health Literacy Research Conference (HARC). Open forum 
discussion of international health literacy association. A one-page 
position paper distributed and discussed. 

2014 -2015 – Building International Collaboration. Outreach to individuals 
and organizations around the world regarding starting an International 
Health Literacy Association and planning for the future.

2015 - 2016 – Small group starts meeting via WebEx . Continued discussion.  
Working groups form. Draft vision and mission statement. Draft 
organizational structure and bylaws document. International 
partnerships expand.

November 2015 – Health Literacy Research Conference (HARC). Open 
breakfast forum engaged in working group discussions on topics such 
as organizational structure, business planning, and membership.

November 2015 – Asian Health Literacy Association (AHLA). Ready to call for 
the establishment of an International Health Literacy Association. 

May 2016 – International Union for Health Promotion and Education (IUHPE) 
Working Group on Health Literacy. Discussion and growing interest in 
forming International Health Literacy Association. 

May 2016 – Institute for Healthcare Advancement (IHA) Health Literacy 
Conference. Continued discussion of needs and challenges related to 
forming International Health Literacy Association.

July 2016 – Health Literacy Discussion List Guess Discussion . Update and 
engagement of discussion list members.  Call for action.  Working 
groups begin to form. 

Background

Update 
Three Unifying & Mobilizing Meetings

 Century for Global Health Literacy | International Health 
Literacy Association, Switzerland – Oct 7, 2016 

 Health Literacy Research Conference (HARC) | International 
Health Literacy Association, USA – Oct 15, 2016

 Asian Health Literacy Association | International Health 
Literacy Association, Vietnam – Nov 8, 2016

Update
Eight Active Working Groups

 Membership Planning 
 Communications Planning 
 Organizational Structure Planning 
 Research Planning
 Business Planning 
 Policy/Advocacy Planning 
 Mission/Vision Statement Planning 
 Education & Professional Development Planning
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I-HLA.org

I-HLA.org

Moving Forward
International Health Literacy Association – Next Steps 

 Workplans from eight active working groups

 Continue outreach to individuals and organizations 

 Propose organizational structure / bylaws

 Draft and install constitution / incorporate 

 Transition Steering Committee to Executive Board 

 Membership engagement 


