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Teaching Vocabulary 
with Games
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Agenda
• Welcome and Warm Up
• Background Stuff
• Activities

• Activities for Review
• Activities for Recall
• Activities for Really Using the Words

Agenda
• Welcome and Warm Up
• Background Stuff
• Activities

• Activities for Review
•Activities for Recall
• Activities for Really Using the Words

Warm-Up
Warm-up  

Noun

An activity done by a trainer or teacher that, 
when announced, causes great anxiety. 

“I just wanted to sit and listen but Rob is 
making us do a warm-up.”
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What is your FAVORITE 
(safe for webinar) 
Vocabulary Word?

lethologica

What is a word that you have 
recently heard or learned for 

the first time? 

Vocabulary Tips 

•Less is more
•Repetition, Repetition
•Repetition
•Not every word is a teachable moment
•Beware of the “crayon box” trap
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Vocabulary Stages

Learn It

Receptive/Passive
Understand what the word means when hearing/reading.

Productive/Active
Able to use the word when speaking/writing. 

Activities for Review
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Repeat your Lesson!

Repeated Exposure 

Bingo
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Matching

Memory/Concentration

“Human Concentration”
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Other Activities for Review

Activities for Recall

In My Big Box
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I’m Going to the Grocery Store…

My Neighbor’s Cat is a _____ Cat

Rob’s Cat is a _____ Cat



2/21/2025

9

In the Manner of…

Word Sorts

Word Sorts
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Word Sorts

Word Sorts

Word Sorts
• Happy
• Anguished
• Glad
• Angry
• Furious
• Gleeful
• Sad
• Fabulous
• Miserable
• Magnificent
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Word Sorts
• Happy
• Anguished
• Glad
• Angry
• Furious
• Gleeful
• Sad
• Fabulous
• Miserable
• Magnificent

List 10
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List 10
• Pick a number 1-30.
• Find the corresponding topic on the following list.
• Write down your topic. 

1. Things that are red
2. Things that are hard
3. Things that are blue
4. Things that are small
5. Things that are soft
6. Parts of the body
7. Colors
8. Things that are loud
9. Words used to describe the weather
10. Emotions
11. Jobs
12. Things that you wear
13. Things that are short
14. Things in a classroom
15. Things in a kitchen

16. Parts of a car
17. Things that are very small
18. Things that are pink
19. Things that are green
20. Things that are very big
21. Things that are yellow
22. Things that are big
23. Rooms in a house
24. Things that are tall
25. Hobbies
26. Things on a farm
27. Things that are quiet
28. Things that are brown
29. Things at the zoo
30. Things at the doctor

List 10
• Pick a number 1-30.
• Find the corresponding topic on the following list.
• Write down your topic.

• Generate a list of 10 words/terms that fit that                       
category. 
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List 10

In breakout room:

•Person 1 shares their list. Other people guess the 
category.

•Each person adds TWO additional words that fits the 
category.

•Move on to person 2. 

Degrees 

•Elephant
•Mouse
•Whale
•Golden Retriever
•Skunk
•Tiger

Degrees
• Happy
• Anguished
• Glad
• Angry
• Furious
• Gleeful
• Sad
• Fabulous
• Miserable
• Magnificent
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Degrees
• Happy
• Anguished
• Glad
• Angry
• Furious
• Gleeful
• Sad
• Fabulous
• Miserable
• Magnificent

https://flippity.net/ma.php?c=Happy,Anguished,Glad,Angry,Fur
ious,Gleeful,Sad,Fabulous,Miserable,Magnificent,&t=Manipulat
ives&b=White%20Fridge

Other Activities for Recall

Activities for Really Using the Word
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Sentence Composition

Key Word Role Play
• Eggs
• Cashier
• Aisle 11
• Dozen
• Thank you
• Excuse me
• $4
• Left
• Right
• Help
• You’re welcome 

Vocabulary Story Chain
• Last week when I went to the doctor…

• Foot
• Pain
• Hungry
• Nurse
• Office
• Phone
• Shot
• Happy
• Crying
• Terrible
• Ask
• Told
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Other Activities for 
Really Using the Words

Thank you!
Thank you to our in-kind sponsor, 
Community Shares of Wisconsin

To see our full winter conference schedule 
and register for sessions:

Join us for The Big Share on March 4th

Thank You!

Rob Podlasek, Literacy Minnesota

Literacymn.org

rpodlasek@literacymn.org


