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Comprehension
Does the learner understand questions you ask? 
Does the learner understand simple commands or directions?
Does the learner ask you verbally or through gestures to repeat?

Speaking
Is the learner’s speech intelligible or do you have to keep asking the learner to repeat?
Is the learner’s speech fluent? That is, can the learner maintain a flow of understandable speech, whether or not it is grammatically accurate?
Does the learner pronounce individual sounds reasonably well?
Is the learner’s intonation pattern at all close to that of American English?
Does the learner speak with a degree of grammatical accuracy?

Reading
Can the learner read simple signs?
Can the learner read and follow instructions on a form?
What does the learner do when s/he doesn’t understand a word?

Writing
Can the learner hold a pen or pencil properly?
Can the learner print or write his/her name using the Roman (English) alphabet?
Can the learner fill in blanks on a form?
Can the learner write a simple sentence?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Does the learner try to spell words phonetically? 
*Adapted from Teaching Adults: An ESL Resource Book, ProLiteracy America, New Readers Press, 1996.
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Running Time: approximately 23 minutes.

"Requies Flash Player 8 o igher. Go here to downioad.

The Reading Demonstration

This video represents an informal assessment to capture what low-lterate
leamers can and cannot do with literacy. The test administrator (Heide)
presents a number of products that students are likely to be familiar with
and invites the student to read what she can of the print Products include
 soft drink can, advertisments, bils, lottery ticket, and other
environmental print. Students are also asked to read a short passage in
their native language in order to get a sense of their strengths and
weaknesses in decoding and fluency. Short paragraphs in English are
read together with the student and the meaning of the passage is
discussed. Atthe end of the video, Heide provides a short interpretation of
the student'sliteracy skills.

This kind of one-on-one assessment presents a user-friendly format for
students who are often intimidated by pencil and paper tests. This type of
assessment allows students to demonstrate what they can do and not be
‘overwhelmed by print tasks they cannot do. This assessment was
originally developed by Heide Spruck Wrigley and Larry Condell for the
study on What Works in Adult ESL Literacy conducted by the American
Institutes for Research. It was subsequently adapted for the 2003 National
Assessment of Adult Literacy.

For further information, contact Heide Wrigley at heide @iteracywork com





