
Dear Friends,
“You have begun to understand the meaning of human existence when 
you plant shade trees under which you know full well you will never 
sit.”  ~ D.L. Trueblood

Your investment plants the seeds that will impact people’s lives far into the 
future.  We build the capacity of our 72 member agencies with resources and 
professional development, equip parents with the GED materials necessary 
to earn it, advocate for justice-involved individuals about the risk of opioid 
overdose upon reentry, and help individuals understand health information 
online and more easily read their prescription medication labels.  

While we may never know the far-reaching impact of this work, your 
continued support makes is all possible. Thank you for helping us plant the 
trees and provide the shade for years to come.

Sincerely,Impact Report 
2022-2023



Dear Champions of Literacy,
Amidst the change and growth since Wisconsin Literacy’s founding in 1985, one thing remains constant: 
the support and investment of literacy champions like you. Thank you! 

This foundational work can’t happen without you.  As donors, stakeholders, funders, partners, member 
agencies, and volunteer tutors, you are at the heart of what we do every day: developing and sharing 
training and resources that transform the lives of over 14,000 Wisconsin adults and their families. 
Thousands more have improved access to reliable health information through the customized initiatives 
of Wisconsin Health Literacy and our partners. 

The pages that follow highlight how lives are changed and communities strengthened through digital 
literacy, clear health communication, employment opportunities and advocacy. 

Whether you engage with us through our e-newsletter, our social media posts or a gift in honor of 
someone important to you, your support makes the work of WL and our 70+ member agencies 
possible. 

We are truly grateful! 

Stephen Mundt, Board Chair Michele Erikson, Executive Director

Cover Photo provided by Latino Academy of Workforce Development
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Partnering to Strengthen Health Literacy in Our Communities
In addition to improving health literacy in communities, WHL consults with health and public health 
organizations to enhance the accessibility of their processes and resources. 

This past year, WHL worked with 5 different hospitals and clinics in Rock County, Wisconsin to help 
bridge the gap between the needs of the businesses and the varying abilities of their patients. WHL 
conducted a series of assessments to measure how well the hospitals and clinics are addressing their 
patients’ health literacy challenges. 

After the assessment, WHL identifies strengths and opportunities for improvement and provides 
recommendations and necessary resources. WHL has been contacted by additional health providers to 
continue this important work in the coming year. 

WL and WHL also worked with health organizations to revise written materials, so information is clear for 
patients, families, and caregivers. Easy to understand health and medical information is essential to health 
literacy for those giving and those receiving care.
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Building Workforce Connections

Throughout the past year, WL staff worked diligently to nurture relationships with the local Workforce 
Development Boards, Wisconsin Works (W-2) agencies and businesses.  We know that increasing a 
person’s literacy also increases their present and future economic opportunities.  

WL staff attended Workforce Development Board meetings, participated in committee work, and 
engaged with local businesses – all while sharing the work of our members.

In addition to working with business partners, WL staff provided opportunities for agencies to learn more 
about programs offered through their W-2 partners thereby increasing referrals to their programs. We 
connected member agencies to local Workforce Development Boards to help their students access job 
training opportunities.  

Building bridges between WL agencies and employers is essential.  As Liz Hart, Executive Director of 
Literacy Chippewa Valley states, “The collaboration we have with Workforce Resources, Inc. is crucial for 
helping students find employment.”
 

Photo provided by Fond du Lac Literacy Services
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Professional Development Offered Across Multiple Literacies
Throughout our history and particularly last year, we focused on meeting the needs of our member 
agencies and partners through relevant professional development workshops. In the last fiscal year, WL 
and WHL provided nearly 150 professional development events and trainings designed to help members’ 
staff and volunteers better deliver literacy services. 

These workshops were offered after listening to member feedback and reviewing trends in adult 
education. Areas of interest included:

•	 digital literacy
•	 digital health literacy
•	 English Language Learners (ELL)
•	 health literacy
•	 workplace literacy

We also recognize how valuable it is for our members to come together, in person and virtually, to ask 
questions, share best practices and resources. A priority every year is to offer numerous networking 
opportunities, to bring together agencies of similar size, location and/or delivery model. Knowledge is 
power – we strive to strengthen and build capacity for all our 70+ member agencies. 

Photo provided by Faith Literacy
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Connecting Capitol to Community
This past fiscal year, WL leadership spent many hours at the Capitol meeting with Senators and 
Representatives to advocate for new funding for literacy efforts.  We are passionate about sharing the 
power of literacy and the impact of our member agencies on the economy, workforce, and communities 
across our state. 

Many of our members joined in our advocacy work by writing letters of support and speaking at listening 
sessions hosted by the Governor and later by the Joint Finance Committee, which ultimately passed the 
2023-2025 State Budget. Your voices – and the voices of literacy students – are so important.

During this advocacy process, WL raised awareness of the importance of local literacy efforts in preparing 
adults for the workforce. Often, it is their need for GED, English language or digital skills that brings 
students to WL member agencies. 

In the year ahead, we’ll continue to build relationships and awareness of the inherent connection 
between literacy, growth and new opportunities – for our students, businesses, and communities– across 
Wisconsin.  
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$100,00 and above 
Otto Bremer Trust
Wisconsin Department of Administration
Wisconsin Department of Children and 

Families
Wisconsin Department of Health Services
Wisconsin Department of Workforce 

Development

$25,000-$99,999
Advancing a Healthier Wisconsin 

Endowment
Wisconsin Department of Public 

Instruction

$10,000-$24,999
The Charles E. Kubly Foundation
Only in Wisconsin Giving, Inc.

$2,500-$9,999
Connexus Association
Jim and Jessica Doyle
John and Michele Erikson

Nora Roberts Foundation
Debra and Michael Kutchin
PepsiCo
Dorothy Sorlie-Urness and Jim Urness
TruStage
UW Health
Varsity Collective Charitable Fund

$1,000-$2,499
American Family Insurance
Ann Beeson
Ascendium Education Group
Budget Signs and Specialties
Community Shares of Wisconsin
Lynn Currie and Tracy Warnecke
Jean Demopoulos
Dollar General Literacy Foundation
David and Kelly Endres
Julie Furst Bowe
Green Bay Packers Give Back
Hausmann Group
Julie and David Kalsbeek
Eric Klusman

Madison Community Foundation
Steve and Sheri Mundt
Northwestern Mutual Foundation 

Matching Gifts Program
Melinda Orebaugh
Palermo's Pizza
Park Place Wealth Management
Zorba and Penelope Paster
Jeff Scherer and Debra Alder
Paul and Ladonna Smith
TASC Cares
The Alliance
Scott Turner

$500-$999
Timothy Bartholow
Jo and Terry Bierer
Christopher Bowles
William and Sara Boyle
Christine Buentello
Mary Burke
Envision IT
Mary Erikson

Thank You to Donors, Grant Funders and Sponsors (July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023)
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John Henry Erikson and Alexandra Rogers
Heidi Frankson and Michael Hackett
Godfrey and Kahn S.C.
Google
Sandy Hasz
John and Rita Hoffman
Mary Krall
Lawrence and Barbara Lange
Madison Gas and Electric Foundation
Aaron McCann
Rosie Moy
Carrie Noonan
Greg Pitts
QTI Group
Lorie and Damon Scarborough
SECC Dane County
Diane Seder
See Change Management
Alex Shade
Christina Sheehan
Oscar Tovar
Michael Villaire

$250-$499
Arlene Banoul
Sherren Clark
Genevieve Gibbs

Helen Horn and Ralph Petersen
Mark Johnson
Rena Kornblum
Linda Leonhart
David Mott
Promega Corporation
Olayinka Shiyanbola
Greg and Kay Simmons
Dennis Winters
Judy Woodburn and Kent Harris
Shannon Mason Young

$100-$249
Eric and Trena Anderson
Rebecca Arenivar
Robert Auerbach
Adam Balin and Karin Mahony
Linda Balisle
George Belvitch
Karen Boettner
Ann Brewer
Joyce Caldwell
Johnston Connelly II and Terri Cronk 

Connelly
Margie Czechowicz
Joli Dace
Jane Dale

Mike and Darla Dernovsek
Carrie Doyle
Kelly Eells
William Erikson
Exact Sciences
Cassie Feltz
Liz and Andy Fitzpatrick
William Flanagan
Patrick Fosdick
Paul Gabriel and Silke Sonntag
Cori Gibson
Andrew Giesler
Maureen Hall
Jane Hallock
Marilyn Hegge
Debra Helquist
Kay Henrichs
Ashleigh Henrichs
Andrew Howick
Vicki Huffman
Leslee Jepson
John Johnson, Ph.D.
Eric Johnson
Roberta A. Johnson
Catherine Jones
Bhumi Khambholja
Deanna Knowles
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Aaron Knox
Jamie and Jason Kobs
Steve and Marie Erikson Kosier
Dale Kushner
Maggie Laird
Melissa Laird
Keith Lange
Michael Lawrence
Caitlyn and Mitch Lewis
Rob Logan
Kathy Losby
Rose Marie and Gary Pollatz
Cynthia Martinelli
Glorianne Mather
Nancy McClements
Cassie McLain
Debby Meyer
Bridget Miles
Margaret Moore
Joanne Moze
Paul Neary
Ron Nief and Joanna Kutter
Zach Nigh
Walter and Andrea O'Neill
Timothy Paskewitz

Allan Patek
Carolyn Peckham
Jonathan Poletti
Darrell Polk
Mary Power and David Supinski
Tori Rader
Marilyn Rinehart
Cynthia Robey-Duncomb
David Rolnick
Jennifer Hughley Rutherford
Ruth Schauer
Lisa Schubert-Jorgensen and Jeff Jorgensen
Kristy Seblonka and Matthew Brown
Jeff and Michele Smith
Valentina Solarte
Kathleen Southard
Daryl Strauss
Laura Talamonti
Ei Terasawa-Grilley
Mary Thilly
Dan Torres
Kristen Tranmal
Rob Trefz
Lydia Tucker-Stickels
Mary Claire Voss

Pamela Waters
Kathy Weiser
Eric Wendorff
Jeanette Wheat
Emma Wimberley
Matthew Wood
David Zemlicka

Up to $99
Erin Aagesen
AmazonSmile Foundation
David Baldus
Barbara Baldwin
Park Bank
Paige Barger
John and Pen Beasley
Katherine Beilfuss
Keith Bohnsack
Katie Bolen-Irwin
Corey Bowles
Mary Bowles
Sami Boynton
Debra Brunette
Joe Bursinger
Eric Busse
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Elizabeth Butler
Spencer Buyansky
Chelsea Coleman
Marsha Connet
Samantha and Bruce Crownover
Jacqueline Delpilar
Megan Deprey
Ashley Deprey-Peeters
Marty Drapkin
Taylor Dudzinski-Gotz
Kristin Flury
Matthew Friedlander
Beth Gaytan
Jon Gilgenbach
Michael Goldsberry
Howard Goldstein
Robyn Hallet
Creed and Marta Hansen
Liz Hart
Jenny Haskell
Andrew Henrichs
Cheryl Hernandez
Clare Hoffman
Amy Holz
Will Housley
Stanton Hudson
Kenneth Hulse

Carol Iwanowski
Jordan Jerabeck
Joan Karis
Karen Kavanaugh
Tara Kiley
Catherine Kittle
Anna Krause
Sarah Kruse
Kathleen Kruse
Rachel Kruse
Samantha Kunkle
Dwight and Renee Lange
Ellen Larson
James Leinweber
Alice Lewandowski
Deborah Lindberg
Rory McGuire
Nick Meier
Mark Menzel
Kathleen Messinger
Kevin Meyers
Microsoft
Denise Mussehl
April Nerison
Northwest Federal Credit Union
Linda Olson
Deanna Opsal

Jon Peacock
Andrea Pease
Phil Premo
Gwen Ratermann
Paul Remington
Nicole Rousonelos
Jaci Shuit
Daniel Smith
Megan Sprangers
Susan Statz
Kayla and Travis Statz
Paul Stencil
Jason Stephens
Melissa Stroede
Cameron Swallow
Elizabeth Thompson
Jason Thompson
Anna Bierer and Eric Tranmal
Aaria Troiano
Christopher Trudeau
Moira Urich
Derek and Kathy van Veldhuisen
Rhonda Voelz
Barbara Vogel
John and Anita Weier
Bob Weirough
Cole and Samantha Weiser
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Angela West Blank
Patricia Wimberley

Gifts In-Kind
Empire Photography

 In Honor Of
Kathy Bartlett
Brian Blank
Susan Collins
Jim Cricket
Robert and Barbara Deters
Jessica Doyle
Mark and Chris Dudzinski
Michele Erikson
Angie Hendrickson
Kay Henrichs
Beth Gaytan
Georgia Kiley
Molly and Henry Kunkle
Debbie and Mike Kutchin
The work and retirement of Debbie 

Kutchin
Richard Meyers
Kathy Frankson Pinkowski

Oscar and Sylvestra Tovar
Wisconsin Literacy Staff
Shannon Mason Young

In Memory Of
Wanda Auerbach
Paula Bishop
Dorothy Blank
My cousin Randy Bruins
Karl Harter
Penny Karaba
Gale Kreibich
David Kruse
Clarence Lundquist
Alicia Reyes MacKinnon
Roger McClain
John Mooney, Jr.
Mary Moze
Ruth and Jack Peckham
Andrew Pleasant
Donna Lee Hetue Radcliff
Linda M. Rolnick
Sharon Slanchik
Jean M. Smith
George Smith

Lorraine Steinhauer of Mt. Horeb, WI
James R. Stickels
Aurora Torres
 
Many anonymous donors.

*We apologize for any error in our records that caused 
us to miss a donor or list a donor incorrectly. Please 
let us know if we did.
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Financial Highlights
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2022-23 Members
Adult Learning Center
Adult Learning Program and Services of Black 

River Falls Library
Adult Literacy Center of Ozaukee County, Inc.
African American Mutual Assistance Network, 

Inc.
Alternative Center for Education
Ashland Literacy
Baraboo Area Literacy Council
Barron County Literacy Council, Inc.
Barron/Washburn County Adult Literacy
Buffalo Pepin County Literacy Alliance
CAP Services, Inc.
Casa Guadalupe Education Center, Inc.
Children's Dyslexia Center
Columbus Literacy Council
Community Center for Immigrants Inc.
Coulee Region Literacy Council
Faith Lutheran Church Literacy Program
Fond du Lac Literacy Services
Fox Valley Literacy
Grant County Family Literacy Services, Inc.
International Institute of Wisconsin
Jefferson County Literacy Council
Journey House Adult Learning Center
Kenosha Literacy Council
Kids' Ranch

Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwa College
Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior 

Chippewa Indians
Latino Academy of Workforce Development
Learning Connections
Literacy Chippewa Valley
Literacy Council of Green County, Ltd.
Literacy Council of Sheboygan County
Literacy Door County
Literacy Green Bay, Inc.
Literacy Network
Literacy Partners of Kewaunee County
Literacy Services of Wisconsin
Literacy Task Force of Wisconsin (WI Reads)
Literacy Volunteers - Marquette County, Inc.
Madison Reading Project
Marinette and Oconto Counties Literacy Council
McLit Marathon County Literacy Council, Inc.
Menominee Tribal Education Department
Milwaukee Public Library Drop-In Adult Tutoring 

Program
Neighborhood House of Milwaukee International 

Learning Program
Next Door
Northwest Wisconsin Concentrated Employment 

Program (CEP)
Omega School Inc.

Oneida Nation Community Education Center
One-to-One Adult Literacy Partners
Page Forward Volunteers for Literacy in Clark 

County
Portage County Literacy Council
Portage Public Library
Racine Literacy Council, Inc.
Reading Connections Inc.
Rhinelander District Library
Sauk Prairie Area Literacy Council
Sawyer County Literacy
Shawano County Literacy Council
Social Development Commission
Sojourner's Journey
SS Michael and Rose Literacy Program
St. Paul's Episcopal Church Literacy Program
Stateline Literacy Council
Taylor County Literacy Council
UMOS, Inc.
UW Madison Cultural Linguistic Services
Walworth County Literacy Council
West CAP Literacy and Skills Enhancement 

Program
Winnebago Area Literacy Council
Wisconsin Institutions Literacy Council
YWCA Southeast Wisconsin

17



2022-23  
Board of Directors 
Chair:  Stephen Mundt
Vice Chair:  Aaron McCann
Secretary:  Melinda 
Orebaugh
Treasurer:  Christine 
Buentello
Jessica Doyle
Julie A. Furst-Bowe
Jon Gilgenbach
Eric Johnson
Nicole Horsley
April Kigeya
Justin Rivas
Alexzandra Shade
Olayinka Shiyanbola
Oscar Tovar
Dennis Winters

Wisconsin Literacy 
Staff 
Michele Erikson, Executive 
Director

Ashleigh Henrichs, Associate 
Director

Heidi Frankson,  
Development Director

Greg Pitts,  
Controller

Dan Torres, Data & 
Communications Manager

Kelly Rush, Grants & 
Financial Specialist

Regional Staff
Anna Bierer, Northeast 
Regional Literacy Consultant

Marsha Connet, Southeast 
Regional Literacy Consultant

Beth Gaytan, Southwest/
South Central Regional 
Literacy Consultant

Shannon Mason Young, 
Northwest Regional Literacy 
Consultant

Cassie McLain, North 
Central Regional Community 
Coordinator

Jamie Kobs, Digital Literacy 
Project Manager

Stacy Martin, PhD., Virtual 
Math Instructor

Wisconsin Health 
Literacy
Stan Hudson,  
Health Literacy Director

Bhumi Khambholja, Health 
Literacy Program Director

Caroline Hayney, Health 
Communications and Grants 
Specialist

Erin Aagesen, Vaccine 
Community Outreach 
Program Manager

Laura Cunningham, Vaccine 
Community Outreach, 
Northwest Regional Specialist

Will Housley, Vaccine 
Community Outreach, 
Southwest Regional Specialist

Patricia Wilson, Vaccine 
Community Outreach, 
Southeast Regional Specialist
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Our Mission
Changing lives by strengthening literacy statewide.

Our Vision
All people in Wisconsin have the literacy skills to reach their 
full potential.

Contact Us
(608) 257-1655 
info@wisconsinliteracy.org 
211 S. Paterson St. 
Suite 170 
Madison, WI 53703


