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Share in the chat

• What is your content area?
• Who are your learners?

Content 
Area

Digital 
Skills



Agenda

• Why integrate
• Approach 1: Where does it naturally fit?
• Approach 2: Advancing specific digital goals
• Resources 





Where have you 
used digital tools 
or skills this 
week?

Education Work

Travel/
Transportation

Shopping Health

Entertainment Finances Other



Why integrate?



Why integrate?

• Digital skills are essential for full participation in society. 
All adult learners should have opportunities to learn them.



Why integrate?
• Learners don't always ask for digital skills
• Recognize the digital skills and vocabulary required to 

achieve learning goals



Why integrate?

• Makes relevance clear
• Makes content more engaging
• Honors learners' limited time



Instructional Considerations

• Pre-assessment is essential
oWhat digital skills do you start with?

• Technology integration vs digital skill integration
oCan you name and explicitly teach a transferable skill?

• Vocabulary vs skill
oDigital proficiency ≠ Language/Literacy proficiency

• Consumption vs creation
oDo students have opportunities to create with digital technology?



Approaches to Integration



Approach 1

Where does digital literacy naturally fit?



Let's try it

•Whiteboard
oDigital reading, writing, speaking, listening
oWhere do digital skills naturally fit...?

https://padlet.com/jamie555/how-to-integrate-digital-skills-s1k0i421ks1lgrwd


Ask yourself

• What digital skills will be needed to complete this lesson?
• How can I use digital tools to enhance this lesson?
• Is there an authentic digital task that goes well with the content 

learning?



Example Lesson
• How can I use digital tools to enhance 

this lesson?
• What digital skills will be needed to 

complete this lesson?

Digital skill warm-up
Using QR codes

Content lesson
Grammar lesson: does and doesn't
Ventures p. 100

Integration (application of digital skill and content lesson)

Scan QR codes to access textbook multimedia



Example Lesson
• How can I use digital tools to enhance 

this lesson?
• What digital skills will be needed to 

complete this lesson?

Digital skill warm-up
Ctrl + f scanning strategy

Content lesson
Read the article
Answer the comprehension questions

Integration (application of digital skill and content lesson)

Use Ctrl + f to find the answer to Question 4

https://www.newsforyouonline.com/a-sweet-job-if-you-can-get-it


Example Curriculum

• Is there an authentic digital task that goes well with the content 
learning?

• USA Learns Scope and Sequence

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wr4DH9LgpZRqB7DHM8_kBbKl8y7_EB6f/view?usp=sharing


Approach 1

Where does digital literacy naturally fit?

+ Try it out approach
+ Connections aren't forced
-- Sampling, not systematic 



Approach 2
• What are the student's specific digital skill goals?
• How can I make progress on this goal in every lesson?



Ask yourself

• How do I fit this digital skill into this content lesson?
• Is there an authentic task that combines both the digital and the 

content learning?
• If I can't combine them, have I created routines and time for both 

digital skills and content skills?



Example

• Use email to communicate with employer, doctor, child’s teacher
o set up and manage an account
owrite an email
o follow email etiquette
o stay safe

How can we make progress on this goal in each lesson?



Example Lesson
Use email to communicate with 
employer, doctor, child’s teacher

o set up and manage an account

Digital skill warm-up
Choosing a professional email username

Content lesson
Grammar lesson: does and doesn't
Ventures p. 100

Integration (application of digital skill and content lesson)
Does she have a good username? (Yes she does, no she 
doesn't)



Example Lesson
Use email to communicate with 
employer, doctor, child’s teacher

oWrite an email

Digital skill warm-up
Parts of an email

Content lesson
Read an article. 
Answer the comprehension questions.

Integration (application of digital skill and content lesson)
Send your answers in an email to your teacher



Example Curriculum

• Northstar + English Unlocked 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VhDJ0FVEMQfoDk-hK7-Vtl6u5960GlNF24qp_Fg0wC0/edit?tab=t.0#bookmark=id.abemfrxas4pa


Approach 2
• What are the student's specific digital skill goals?
• How can I make progress on this goal in every lesson?

+ Systematic, visible progress in digital skill goal
+ Builds routine
-- Connections might not be obvious
--Hard to do with multiple goals in one class



Resources 



Frameworks and Curricula

• What skills should I be teaching?
oNorthstar Digital Literacy Standards
oBRIDGES Digital Skill Framework

https://www.digitalliteracyassessment.org/features#standards
https://digitalskillslibrary.org/bridges-interactive/


Templates

Project-based learning planner
Lesson plan template
Digital skill warm-up template

Digital skill warm-up

Content lesson

Integration (application of digital skill and content lesson)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P857qEZcWfq7-MH-4aEcJKRuMUSoqvJXTg5TmFA5mAc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18ua4jh5Js8kS6i72HnCDacarH9F_vR2ROb6ylBQnC40/edit?usp=sharing


Creating routines

Edtech routines
Zoom features (video example)
Slides for vocab review (flashcards)
• You create and advance slides
• Students advance slides
• You create one side; students create the other side
• Students create their own flashcards

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kODAhmbbLKg&t=2s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kODAhmbbLKg&t=2s


Creating routines

• Northstar warm-ups (computers)
o Find more warm-ups here

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PvENXco_Mn23SdopZDcfd51NfeeFiK0s13XEufzVi9g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VhDJ0FVEMQfoDk-hK7-Vtl6u5960GlNF24qp_Fg0wC0/edit?tab=t.0#bookmark=id.ophd43zc7vzr


Teaching materials

• Northstar Digital Literacy
• Digital Skills Library

• Compudopt (videos in English and Spanish)
• Tech Life Unity (formerly Tech Boomers)

• Google Applied Digital Skills
• Microsoft Digital Literacy

http://www.digitalliteracyassessment.org
https://digitalskillslibrary.org/
https://www.compudopt.org/digitalskills
https://www.techlifeunity.com/
https://applieddigitalskills.withgoogle.com/s/en/learn
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/digital-literacy


Questions? Comments?



Thank you!
Thank you to our in-kind sponsor, 
Community Shares of Wisconsin

To see our full winter conference schedule 
and register for sessions:

Join us for The Big Share on March 4th
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