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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thanks for having me on the panel today.  I’m from UW-Madison Extension and am the Regional Dairy Educator for Chippewa, Dunn, & Eau Claire County.  In my job, I work with dairy (and sometimes livestock) farmers in the greater Chippewa Valley area.  For those of you that may be college alumni from other colleges than Eau Claire – I completed my Bachelor’s degree in Animal Science from the University of Wisconsin – River Falls and my Master of Science in Animal Science from South Dakota State University.  I grew up on a diversified dairy and livestock farm in western Marathon county, a couple of counties to the east of Eau Claire.




Overview 
for Today

• Introduction to Extension

• Developing Relationships with 
Farms & Farm Workers

• Bilingual / Translated 
Agriculture Resources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Today I’m going to give a quick introduction to Extension, my take on developing relationships with farm owners & farm workers, and some tips on finding and seeking out agriculture resources. 



A Bit About Extension

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Since you might not be familiar with Extension, I wanted to spend just a minute letting you know where each of our offices are located, and who you might be seeing in the offices.



Extension 
Area 6

Chippewa
Dunn

Eau Claire

Chippewa Falls

Eau Claire

Menomonie

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Extension is a state-wide organization and has been divided up into “areas” of service.  These areas are groupings of counties, and in a few cases of the more populated counties like Milwaukee, the area is a single county.

In our Extension service, you may hear our area as “Area 6”.  Area 6 is Chippewa county, based out of Chippewa Falls; Dunn county, based out of Menomonie, and Eau Claire County, based out of Altoona.



Extension’s mission is to connect people 
with the University of Wisconsin. 

 

We teach, learn, lead and serve, transforming lives and communities.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Extension was designed to connect the communities in a state to the land-grant university’s research.  We are the true embodiment of the Wisconsin Idea, bringing research-based information to the communities of Wisconsin.



Area 6 Agriculture Educators

6

Lyssa Seefeldt
Dairy

Jerry Clark
Crops & Soils

Margaret Murphy
Horticulture

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In area 6 there are 3 agriculture specialty educators that you might work with.  I am based out of the Altoona office in Eau Claire County and work primarily with dairy (and to a lesser, more local degree, other livestock).  We also have Margaret Murphy who is our horticulture educator for home gardeners as well as plant and bug questions.  She is based out of the Chippewa office.  Jerry Clark is our crops and soils educator and is also based out of the Chippewa office.  If and when you have gardening, farming, plant, bug, or soil questions, we are the team that you will be reaching out to.



Statewide Dairy Educators

Carolina Pinzón
State Outreach Specialist

Faith Reyes
State Outreach Specialist

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have bilingual dairy educators in Extension, and at least one of them has a statewide reach, so they may be an additional resource for you.



Dairy Educators

Aerica Bjurstrom
Brown, Door, Kewaunee

Angie Ulness
Manitowoc

Heather Schlesser
Marathon

Jackie McCarville
Grant, Green, Iowa, Lafayette

Matt Lippert
Clark & Wood

Ryan Sterry
Barron, Polk, Pierce, St. Croix

Lyssa Seefeldt
Chippewa, Dunn, Eau Claire

Tina Kohlman
Fond du Lac, Ozaukee, Sheboygan, 

Washington

Stephanie Bowers
Oconto, Outagamie, Shawano, 

Winnebago

Alison Pfau
Dane, Dodge, Jefferson, Rock, 

Walworth

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Beyond our bilingual educators, we have 10 other dairy educators spread across the state that can help you track down information for your local area if you need help.



Extension in Eau Claire County / Region

Rachel Hart-Brinson
4-H Program

Addison Vang
Community Food Systems

Sandy Tarter
FoodWIse Coordinator

Joy Weisner
FoodWIse Educator

Jael Wolf
FoodWIse Educator

Lauren Larsen
Forestry - Natural Resources

Dan Zerr
Water Quality - Natural Resources

Vacant
Health & Well-Being

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Extension also provides educators with expertise in other areas, including: 4-H, community development, FoodWIse nutrition education, health & well-being, and natural resources.



Developing Relationships with 
Dairy Farms

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Dairy farms are their own community and understanding them better can help you connect in a local tutoring project.



2017 Census of Agriculture

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

100

[1 TO 9 head] [10 TO 19 head] [20 TO 49 head] [50 TO 99 head] [100 TO 199 head] [200 TO 499 head] [500+ head]

Dairy farms by size
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Dairy farms in the Chippewa Valley & Eau Claire County in particular are pretty small.  The majority of farms in the Chippewa Valley are small family farms ranging in number of cows from 20 head on up to 200 cows per farm.



Census of Agriculture – Finding Dairy Farm Numbers

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Full_Report/Volume_1,_Chapter_2_County_Level/Wisconsin/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Knowing how to find more information on what size of dairy farms you may be working with in your area can be helpful to better understand what resources may be helpful for your students.  The Census of Agriculture is completed every 5 years, and we are eagerly awaiting the results for the 2022 census of agriculture which will be release sometime around February of 2024.  In the meantime, we get to work with 2017 data.  

On the screen, you will look for the link for cattle & calves – inventory & sales and choose either the pdf file or the query tool.  I’m going to show you the query tool.  Once on the query screen, you will select your county, then hit update grid to make sure you are seeing your area’s numbers.  Scroll down to find the cattle, cows, milk – operations with inventory to get a better idea of the size distribution for your area.



Find your Own Area’s Census of Agriculture Information

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Wisconsin/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can also find the Census of Agriculture county profile to learn more general information about farms in your area.  This information includes details about internet access, how many farms are hiring help, and demographic data for the farm operators.



Know Your Area!

https://mydatcp.wi.gov/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A quick way to streamline connecting with dairy farms in the county is to go to the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection website and click on the registries / lists button.  This will open a whole big long list of licenses.  Scroll down to the food and recreational safety section, then click on the last link in that section – milk producer license holders.  I find the Excel file the easiest to use.  You can find farms in your area by sorting by county.  Some farms may have contact information listed.  Some may not.



Where to find Farmers??
• Annual Farm Shows

• Eau Claire (Mar. 5-6, 2024)
• WPS – Oshkosh (Mar. 26-28, 2024)

• Farm Technology Days (rotates around state)
Cadott, Aug. 13-15, 2024

• Local & County Fairs (dates vary)

• World Dairy Expo (Oct. 1-4, 2024)

• PDPW Business Conference (Mar. 13-14, 2024)

• DBA Dairy Strong Conference 
(Jan. 16-18, 2024)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you don’t see contact info, certainly connecting at places where farmers go can be helpful.  Farm shows, farm conferences, county and state fairs are all places to potentially find and connect with farms.

https://www.northcountryenterprises.com/eau-claire-farm-show
https://www.wisconsinpublicservice.com/partners/agriculture/farm-show/
https://www.wifarmtechdays.org/2024-chippewa-county-show
https://www.wifairs.com/events/fairs
https://worlddairyexpo.com/
https://pdpw.org/businessconference/
https://na.eventscloud.com/website/56367/


Eau Claire Farm Info

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I wanted to quickly show you what other kinds of information you will find in the Census data.



Farms in Eau Claire County

2007 2012 2017

Number of farms 1,223 1,313 1,069

Land (acres) 205,375 203,705 172,256

Average farm size (acres) 168 155 161

In the last 10 years from the Census of Agriculture:
• Number of farms has decreased
• Amount of land in agriculture has decreased

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Farm size by acres and total number of farms in the county are shown.



Demographics

686 Female & 1,152 Male 1,838 Total

<35
8%

35 to 64
62%

65 and 
older
30%

Age of Farmer*

*Up to 4 primary farmers per farm 

Race Number

American Indian/ 
Alaskan Native

-

Asian 45

Black or African 
American

-

Native Hawaiian/ Pacific 
Islander

4

White 1,784

More than one race 5

10 operators of Hispanic, Latino, 
or Spanish origin

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Demographics are shared on up to the primary 4 operators for a farm.  This generally does not include the farm workers.



Farm Labor

19% 
hire help

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You will find info about farm labor that is being hired.

About 19% of farms in Eau Claire county hire help.  That’s one in five farms.

Photo: https://www.flickr.com/photos/osucommons/5858423572




Internet Access

Farms 
without 
internet 
access

73%

Farms with 
internet 
access

About one quarter 
of farms do not 

have internet 
access

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There will be information about internet access on farm.  About one quarter of farms do not have internet access in Eau Claire county.  This can be helpful to know in prompting a discussion about tutoring format.  Some farms won’t have capacity to do digital tutoring.

Picture from: https://www.needpix.com/photo/875608/wlan-network-free-access-icon-internet-communication-networking-web



Know the 
challenges



Understand Political Pressures & Dynamics

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Watch the news & media for undocumented immigrant labor pieces.  These are great clues to understanding the difficulties you may face when trying to connect with your audience.  Many of the workers are undocumented and face challenges that can make it hard to make connections with them.



Agriculture Resources



Puentes | Bridges

https://www.puentesbridges.org/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Reach out to Mercedes Falk at Puentes | Bridges to learn about this program and ask about ways to connect with the audience in your area.  While Puentes | Bridges is primarily a western Wisconsin program, there may be other opportunities near you to explore.



Work with University Libraries!

•Finding resources can be 
way easier!

•Platteville, Madison, & 
River Falls all have ag majors

Library stacks by Ndshankar. Photo via Wikimedia Commons.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
University libraries are a great way to track down materials that are agriculture in nature AND translated to Spanish or dual language!  Other university campuses can certainly be valuable as well, but may not have as many agriculture focused materials.



Occupational Spanish

https://extension.usu.edu/employee/files/DairySpanish.pdf

• Examples exist on several 
university websites

• Modern digital examples 
exist

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Occupational language is a term to describe the technical words and phrases used in a particular occupation.  Sometimes finding translated materials for occupational jargon can be a challenge, but knowing the correct search term can really be useful while searching the internet.



The Learning Store

https://learningstore.extension.wisc.edu/collections/agricultura-agriculture



Dairy.Extension.Wisc .Edu

https://dairy.extension.wisc.edu/en-espanol/

Under Revision

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have translated resources on our dairy.extension.wisc.edu website, but that part of the website is currently under revision, so you need to use the link on the slide to find the page.



Dairy.Extension.Wisc .edu

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Extension periodically hosts webinars in Spanish or translates webinars in real time to help connect the Spanish speaking dairy workers with good information.  These eventually get transcribed and posted on the Extension YouTube site.



Several 
Universities have 
Online Spanish 
Dairy Worker 
trainings

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Other universities also offer Spanish dairy worker webinars.



FISC Spanish for Dairy Industry Series
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For your benefit and / or farmers you are working with, Farm and Industry Short Course offers two levels of agriculture Spanish to help jump start conversations with dairy workers.



Dairy Essentials
• Multiple language translations for each section

• *Caution* 
some sections may now be dated content, but still 
available as a resource

https://kb.wisc.edu/dairynutrient/page.php?id=52745

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Dairy essentials is an extensive dairy topic series of factsheets that have been translated into Spanish and other languages.  These can be useful resources when trying to better understand sentence structure differences between English and Spanish while using dairy content-specific information to do so.  These were created a while ago, so there may be inaccuracies or outdated information in some places as we learn how to do things better through research.



Progressive Dairyman – el Lechero
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Industry publications also sometimes have translated content.  This example is from a company that still provides translated materials to help farmers and workers communicate better.



@EauClaireAg

@agricultureextensioneauclaire

Questions?

34

Lyssa Seefeldt

lyssa.seefeldt@wisc.edu

https://dairy.extension.wisc.edu

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you have any questions or are stuck looking for something specific, please feel free to reach out to me.  I can try to help you find information or connect you with someone else who can help.
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